SOCI / ANTH 378   2020		GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FINAL ESSAY

1. The final paper is a comparative essay. In contrast with the summaries you have written, it is more personal as an essay; however, it is not simply a personal essay inasmuch as it consists in a comparison between two interpretations of the current transformation of the family institution, including my interpretation.

2. The two other interpretations that you can compare to the one presented throughout the semester and in my book, The (Un)Making of the Modern Family[footnoteRef:1] are: [1:  Pay attention to the fact that my thoughts on the family have significantly evolved since the book was published.] 


a) Ulrich Beck’s and Elisabeth Beck-Gernsheim’s book: The Normal Chaos of Love.   
OR
b) Anthony Giddens’ interpretation presented in his book: The Transformation of Intimacy.

3. In addition to the paper you have already summarized, you need to read additional material from these authors’ book for the final essay. You need to read at least two other chapters (or papers) from these authors. For the Becks, I recommend chapter 6 (“Love our secular religion”) plus any other chapter of the book (or the paper on gender (“I am I”) that I put in the course reserve). For Giddens, I recommend chapter 10 (“Intimacy as a democracy”) plus any other chapter from his book (or his paper “The contours of high modernity” I added in the course reserve). Both these books, I have put in the Reserve Room for ANTH 378  (not in the course reserve). Pay attention to that: to access the book you need to physically go in the Reserve Room and borrow the book for 3 hours and photocopy the chapter(s) you want to read or consult it in the library.

3. For the purpose of the final essay, you must compare the Becks’ interpretation to mine, or Giddens’s interpretation to mine. You can also compare both to mine. In all cases, your comparison must include my interpretation. There are two reasons for this. First, I wish to assess your understanding of the actual course you have followed; second, it is a way for me to limit the possibility of plagiarism. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Regarding my interpretation, you cannot simply rely on your class notes; you have to read two chapters of my book: The “Afterword” (from the course reserve) and chapter 8: “Contemporary changes in the family: what do they mean?” (electronic resource from the Library website). Experience has shown that the reading of Chapter 1 (“The ideal-type of the modern family”) is very useful.

5. The above mentioned resources should be enough to write a well informed and argued upon comparative essay. No doubt, however, the more you read about these authors, the better your essay. You can consult the Becks’ and Giddens’ book in the reserve room. 

6. The length of the essay is between 1200 words and 1750 words. Due date: to be decided upon depending on the Government decision about the semester.
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